Anne Arundel Medical Center and Doctors Community Health System Announce Intent to
Form New Health System
ANNAPOLIS, Md. and LANHAM, Md. (May 13, 2019) — Anne Arundel Medical Center (AAMC) and
Doctors Community Health System (DCHS) are taking the first step in the formation of a new health
system that will serve the region. The two hospitals are working toward a definitive agreement pending
completion of a due diligence process and standard regulatory approval.
Last year, DCHS began the search for a partner to help strengthen its existing services, make new
investments, and to continue to meet the needs of patients and the Prince George’s County community.
“Partnership is essential for independent hospitals that are working to navigate the rapidly changing
health care environment,” said Philip Down, CEO of DCHS. “We vetted many affiliation opportunities,
and ultimately chose Anne Arundel Medical Center because of our shared values of community service
and quality care.”
While the hospitals have primary locations in separate counties, there are bordering service areas
between the two, with AAMC serving patients in Prince George’s County through locations in Largo and
Bowie, and DCHS serving patients in its Crofton location.
“Our contiguous service areas make this an ideal opportunity to come together and provide care to our
collective community,” said Victoria Bayless, president and CEO of AAMC. “We determined that our
counties share more than just a border, and we want to make the region in which we operate healthier
as a whole. Together, we believe that we can bring better care to the residents of Prince George’s and
Anne Arundel counties.”
Through the new health system, AAMC plans to invest up to $138 million over five years in the existing
DCHS campus and its IT infrastructure, expand inpatient and outpatient services, and launch muchneeded programs that support the Prince George’s County Community Health Needs Assessment.
“We are excited by the opportunities this partnership is designed to deliver and look forward to working
with the team at AAMC to learn from one another,” said Rene LaVigne, chairman of Doctors Community
Hospital’s Board of Trustees. “We admire the high level of care that AAMC provides its patients, and the
incredible abilities of its staff, which is why we view them as an ideal partner as we plan for how to best
serve this region in the years ahead.”
“AAMC is excited by the opportunity to partner with DCHS and to expand and enhance care across
Prince George’s County. Together, the two systems can meet the unique needs of this region and grow,

even in a complex and challenging health care environment,” said John Belcher, chairman of AAMC’s
Board of Trustees.
Due diligence discussions are expected to continue for the next 30 days. A name for the new health
system will be announced this summer.
###
About Anne Arundel Medical Center:

Anne Arundel Medical Center (AAMC), a regional health system headquartered in Annapolis,
Md., serves an area of more than one million people. Founded in 1902, AAMC includes a 349bed not-for-profit hospital, a multi-specialty medical group, imaging and lab services,
convenience care clinics, a research institute, a substance use treatment center and health
enterprises. In addition to an Annapolis campus, AAMC has outpatient pavilions in Bowie, Kent
Island, Odenton, Pasadena and Waugh Chapel. AAMC is nationally recognized for its joint
replacement center, emergency heart attack response and cancer care. A leader in women’s
services, AAMC delivers the state’s second highest number of babies annually and has a Level 3
NICU. AAMC is among just 6 percent of U.S. hospitals to be designated a Magnet® hospital, the
highest-level credential for quality patient care and nursing excellence. As a Most Wired®
healthcare organization, AAMC is nationally recognized for using technology to enhance the
patient experience. With more than 1,200 medical staff members, 4,700 employees and 1,000
volunteers, AAMC consistently receives awards for quality, patient satisfaction and innovation.
To learn more, visit askAAMC.org.
About Doctors Community Health System:

Doctors Community Health System is a network of medical and surgical services provided
throughout Prince George’s County and in Anne Arundel County. At the heart of this network is
its flagship – Doctors Community Hospital in Lanham, Maryland. To complement the hospital’s
high-quality and comprehensive services, the system has more than a dozen centers of care in
Bowie, Camp Springs, Crofton, District Heights, Hyattsville, Lanham, Largo, Laurel, Riverdale and
Temple Hills. In addition to being recognized by U.S. News & World Report as a high-performing
hospital in heart failure and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, it is the only hospital in
Prince George’s County on Forbes’ list of best midsize employers. Also, it earned
Hospital Compare’s four-star quality rating – the highest in Prince George’s County.
For more information, contact:
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